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                      Draining Your Irrigation System



Be aware that freezing temperatures overnight require draining your backflow preventer, which can be done quickly and easily.
Draining the backflow preventer is necessary to prevent damage of broken pipes and parts.  
1. Turn off the water supply valve for the sprinkler system (A). This is generally in the mechanical room of your home. A ¾” copper pipe tees off for the sprinkler system on the up-leg of the main water line after the meter but before it goes into the hot water heater.

2. Open all inlet and outlet drain valves on the backflow preventer (B and E). Note: (E) may not be applicable for some systems, due to an automatic drain.
3. Turn inlet and outlet ball valve handles and (2) test cocks (they look like screws) to a 450 position (C, D and F).

4. Open drain valve (B) near water supply valve to drain water back from backflow preventer

5. Some systems have manual drains in valve boxes outside that also need to be opened to help gravity drain the system. Other systems are equipped with automatic drain valves. 
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Now the backflow has been properly drained.

Figure 1 – Pressure Vacuum Breaker (PVB)
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Figure 2 – Backflow Prevention Device
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